
City of Fertile 

 
City Council Meeting Minutes 
February 21, 2023 - 7:00 PM, City Hall 

Call to Order & Roll Call: 

• Mayor, Nick Bailey, called the council meeting to order.  Present 

were: Council Members:  Penny Miller, Holly Lovick-Hanna, Tim 

Severson, Andy Carlson & Dan Versteeg.  Maintenance Manager:  

Steve Roberts.  City Clerk:  Wendy Lunning.   

• Penny motioned, Andy 2nd to approve the minutes of the 

January meeting.  Unanimous   

• Holly motioned, Tim 2nd to accept agenda.  Unanimous. Agendas 

are posted at City Hall, at the Fertile Library, at the Post Office and 

on our website https://fertileiowa.us, 24 hours in advance of each 

Council Meeting.  If you wish to be on the agenda, please contact 

City Hall two days before the meeting. 

Pledge of Allegiance to the US Flag 

Budgets – Kim Severson presented the following budgets 

for the Fiscal Year 2023 – 2024 to the City Council: 

• Holiday Lighting Committee has not requested any additional 

funds from the City of Fertile.  The Fertile Lighting Committee 

would like to donate funds to local charities.  Although, based on 

the Iowa Constitution article III section 31 “No public money or 

property shall be appropriated for local or private purposes, unless 

such appropriation, compensation, or claim, be allowed by two 

thirds of the members elected to each branch of the general 

assembly.”  We will be following up with the attorney to see what 

needs to happen so the committee can donate funds.   

• Fertile Little League has requested $1,200.00 in funds from the 

City of Fertile. 

• Fertile Days has requested $2,700.00 in funds from the City of 

Fertile.  No change from previous year. 

• Library has requested $21,000.00 in funds from the City of Fertile.  

This is an increase of $2,000.00. 

Library Board Member Approval:  Dan motioned; Holly 

2nd to accept Julie Jessen as new member of the Library 

Board.  Unanimous 

Max Levy Public Hearing: 
• Nick opened the public hearing. 

• Dan Versteeg would like to see the Max Levy dollar amount and 

taxes increased for the regular general property taxes.  

• Nick closed the public hearing. 

• The Department of Management calculated the rollback for the 

taxable value of the property incorrectly.  Therefore, the proposed 

maximum property tax amount will be lowered, but the Total 

Maximum Tax Levy amount will remain at $111,718.00.  We are 

currently taking the maximum rate of 8.10 % of the taxable value 

for general property taxes.  Holly motioned; Penny 2nd to approve 

resolution 23-02-21-01 for the Maximum Property Tax Dollars 

of $111,718.00.  Unanimous 

Maintenance Report: 

• Steve has been removing dead trees in the park.   

• Steve mentioned there is space in the Maintenance Garage for 

some of the Holiday Lights.   

• Steve continues to locate the water leak in town.  If you notice low 

pressure, contact Steve at (641) 529-2993.   

• Steve is working on DNR reports. 

• Andy motioned, Holly 2nd to approve the Maintenance report.  

Unanimous 

Mayor’s Report: 

• Steve located a new Ford F550 gas with sand box and V blade in 

Detroit for $86,683.00 and is ready to deliver.  Penny motioned, 

Tim 2nd to approve fleet delivery of $3,700.00.  Unanimous 

• Nick mentioned the contract for Waste Management expires in 

June 2023.  Nick is researching other options and presented 

estimate from Thompson Sanitation.  

• Penny motioned, Holly 2nd to approve the Mayor’s report.   

Unanimous 

City Clerk’s Report:  

• Penny motioned, Andy 2nd to approve resolution 23-02-21-02 setting 

time and place for public hearing for the proposed budget for the FY 

2023 – 2024 to be held on March 21, 2023 at 7:00pm in the Fertile 

Community Center.   

• Dan motioned, Tim 2nd to approve resolution 23-02-21-03 the internal 

transfer of funds for Capital Projects & Administrative Allocation. 

Unanimous.  

• Holly motioned, Dan 2nd to approve Financial Reports.  Unanimous    

• Andy motioned, Tim 2nd to approve January Bills.  Unanimous 

• Liens presented to the Council were as follows: 

605 W Washington   $261.93 

108 W Washington  $441.00 

Dan motioned, Tim 2nd to approve resolution 23-02-21-04 & 23-02-21-

05 to process liens with Worth County Treasurer.  Unanimous 

Council Report:  
• Penny met with Tim Klevland in updating the Incubator into a 2-

bedroom rental space that is handicap accessible.   

Committee Report: 

• Tim presented a quote to enclose the William Rhodes West Shelter 

for storage in the amount of $3,459.53. 

Public Comments: 
• Garbage not in containers.  We will be following up on this.   

Upcoming Meetings & Events: 

• The Fertile City Council will meet for regular meeting & 

public hearing on March 21, 2023 at 7:00pm. 

• Holly motioned, Penny 2nd to adjourn the meeting.  

Unanimous   

Summary: 
Approved Max Levy Budget 

Approved Library Board Member 

 

  

 

 

________________________________________ 

Wendy Lunning, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7/1/2022 to 

1/31/2023 

General ARPA CDBG Roads Emergency EE Benefits LOST 

Pre 

01/01/2020 

LOST 

Post 

01/01/2020 

WCDA Capital 

Projects 

Utilities Total 

Income 188,212.39 26,914.13 35,068.00 25,636.89 11.22 4,265.64 0 22,495.10 16,831.35 2,916.62 98,673.52  421,024.86 

Expense 157,733.58 24,181.92 35,068.00 12,927.67 0 5,128.99 0 35,820.00 15,112.54 4,945.40 58,772.22 349,690.32 

Total 30,478.81 2,732.21 0 12,709.22 11.22 -863.35 0 -13,324.90 1,718.81 -2,028.78 39,901.30 71,334.54 

Fund Balance 107,675.79 29,646.34 0 110,644.66 11.22 9,245.55 58,057.14 4,431.50 -657.70 12,554.34 371,989.87 703,598.71 

City of Fertile 

Deposits 
As of January 31, 2023 Accrual Basis 

   Type Date Num Memo Amount 

 Operating Accounts    

  Checking     

   Deposit 01/01/2023  Iowa Interactive Utility Deposit 100.00 

   Deposit 01/01/2023  Utility Deposit 1,199.76 

   Deposit 01/02/2023  Property Taxes 175.70 

   Deposit 01/03/2023  Casino Funds Deposit 1,990.34 

   Deposit 01/05/2023  Franchise Fee Deposit 498.91 

   Deposit 01/08/2023  Iowa Interactive Utility Deposit 167.34 

   Deposit 01/09/2023  Utility Deposit 1,749.67 

   Deposit 01/11/2023  Holiday Lights Deposit 530.00 

   Deposit 01/11/2023  Utility Deposit 2,654.31 

   Deposit 01/12/2023  Road Use Tax 1,591.14 

   Deposit 01/12/2023  Iowa Interactive Utility Deposit 239.87 

   Deposit 01/17/2023  Iowa Interactive Utility Deposit 99.56 

   Deposit 01/18/2023  Holiday Lights Deposit 30.00 

   Deposit 01/18/2023  Farm to Market Deposit 1,692.48 

   Deposit 01/18/2023  Library Deposit 7.00 

   Deposit 01/18/2023  Library Deposit 100.00 

   Deposit 01/18/2023  Lien Interest Deposit 40.00 

   Deposit 01/18/2023  Lien Payment Deposit 1,401.38 

   Deposit 01/19/2023  Grant Deposit 3,000.00 

   Deposit 01/20/2023  ACH CCD Utility Deposit 694.65 

   Deposit 01/20/2023  ACH PPD Utility Deposit 4,900.35 

   Deposit 01/21/2023  Iowa Interactive Utility Deposit 95.81 

   Deposit 01/24/2023  Iowa Interactive Utility Deposit 82.24 

   Deposit 01/24/2023  Local Option Sales Tax 3,211.76 

   Deposit 01/25/2023  WCDA Deposit 3,000.00 

   Deposit 01/25/2023  Clerkbooks Deposit 0.00 

   Deposit 01/25/2023  Holiday Lights Deposit 20.00 

   Deposit 01/25/2023  Utility Deposit 2,142.46 

   Deposit 01/28/2023  Facility Rental Deposit 50.00 

   Deposit 01/28/2023  Iowa Interactive Utility Deposit 125.00 

   Deposit 01/31/2023  Interest 79.31 

  Total Checking   31,669.04 

 Total Operating Accounts   31,669.04 

 Roads Revenue Accounts    

  Savings     

   Deposit 01/31/2023  Interest 0.32 

  Total Savings   0.32 

 Total Roads Revenue Accounts  0.32 

 Water Revenue Accounts    

  Savings     

   Deposit 01/31/2023  Interest 3.17 

  Total Savings   3.17 

 Total Water Revenue Accounts  3.17 

 Sewer Revenue Accounts    

  Savings     

   Deposit 01/31/2023  Interest 2.77 

  Total Savings   2.77 

 Total Sewer Revenue Accounts  2.77 

TOTAL      31,675.30 



 

 

 

City of Fertile 

Bills Paid 
As of January 31, 2023 Accrual Basis 

   Type Date Num Name Memo Amount 

 Operating Accounts      

  Checking      

   Check 01/01/2023 10756 Fertile Fire Department V Quarterly Allocation -4,750.00 

   Check 01/01/2023 TRNS Fertile Little League City Contribution $970.00 0.00 

   Check 01/01/2023 TRANSFER Fertile Public Library V Quarterly Payment $4,750.00. 0.00 

   Paycheck 01/04/2023 10754 Lunning, Wendy S City Clerk -435.61 

   Paycheck 01/04/2023 10755 Roberts, Stephen J City Maintenance -1,246.22 

   Bill Pmt -Check 01/04/2023 10757 ClerkBooks 2023 Quickbooks -150.00 

   Bill Pmt -Check 01/04/2023 10758 Menards Holiday Lights -415.20 

   Bill Pmt -Check 01/04/2023 10759 WCTA Telephone/Internet -222.94 

   Liability Check 01/12/2023  QuickBooks Payroll Service 
Created by Payroll Service on 
01/11/2023 -161.36 

   Bill Pmt -Check 01/12/2023 10761 Clear Lake Sanitary District water sample lab testing -35.00 

   Bill Pmt -Check 01/12/2023 10762 Five Star CO-OP Gas for Truck -80.89 

   Bill Pmt -Check 01/12/2023 10763 Marco Copier, Printer, Fax -204.06 

   Bill Pmt -Check 01/12/2023 10764 Nelson Septic Services, LLC DECEMBER - Portable Restrooms -275.00 

   Bill Pmt -Check 01/12/2023 10765 Quality Pump & Control Water Plant -364.00 

   Bill Pmt -Check 01/12/2023 10766 Rognes Bros Excavating Inc. Replace Leaking curb stop -1,345.00 

   Bill Pmt -Check 01/12/2023 10767 Worth County Sheriff's Office Annual 28E agreement -8,006.25 

   Paycheck 01/13/2023 10760 Miller, Jennifer K Direct Deposit - $161.36 0.00 

   Liability Check 01/13/2023 EFT IPERS (L) -344.50 

   Liability Check 01/13/2023 EFT IPERS  -857.09 

   Bill Pmt -Check 01/13/2023 10768 Fertile Bean Gift Card -40.00 

   Liability Check 01/13/2023 EFTPS United States Treasury 42-1028074 -1,763.90 

   Check 01/18/2023 ACH WCTA (L) Library -65.01 

   Bill Pmt -Check 01/18/2023 10769 Alliant Energy Electric -2,870.01 

   Bill Pmt -Check 01/18/2023 10770 Baker & Taylor (L) Books & CDs -116.92 

   Bill Pmt -Check 01/18/2023 10771 Black Hills Energy Natural Gas -1,851.36 

   Bill Pmt -Check 01/18/2023 10772 Marco Copier, Printer, Fax -104.52 

   Bill Pmt -Check 01/18/2023 10773 MicroMarketing (L) CD -25.99 

   Bill Pmt -Check 01/18/2023 10774 USA Blue Book Water Testing -197.06 

   Bill Pmt -Check 01/18/2023 10775 Verizon Wireless Cell Phone -82.62 

   Bill Pmt -Check 01/18/2023 10776 Waste Management 
Garbage, Recycling & Container 
Services -2,639.56 

   Paycheck 01/18/2023 10777 Roberts, Stephen J City Maintenance -1,246.20 

   Bill Pmt -Check 01/18/2023 10778 Fertile Garden Club 
Community Development - Christmas 
Decor -3,000.00 

   Paycheck 01/18/2023 10779 Arndt, Linda J Direct Deposit - $111.18 0.00 

   Paycheck 01/18/2023 10780 Knudson, Loni Direct Deposit - $226.66 0.00 

   Paycheck 01/18/2023 10781 Thompson, Angela M Direct Deposit - $1,673.91 0.00 

   Liability Check 01/19/2023  QuickBooks Payroll Service 
Created by Payroll Service on 
01/18/2023 -2,011.75 

   Paycheck 01/25/2023 10782 Roberts, Stephen J City Maintenance 0.00 

   Bill Pmt -Check 01/25/2023 10783 Staples Staples Membership -49.00 

   Bill Pmt -Check 01/25/2023 10784 Hawkins, Inc. Chlorine -30.00 

   Bill Pmt -Check 01/25/2023 10785 Staples Envelopes & 3 - Tab Folders -94.83 

   Bill Pmt -Check 01/25/2023 10786 US Bank 

Intuit, Slushy Machine, Chains for Plow 
Truck, Programs, DVDs, Postage & 
Shingles -1,558.70 

   Check 01/25/2023 TRANSFER City of Fertile Capital Funds - Resolution 23-01-24-02 0.00 

   Liability Check 01/31/2023 EFT 
Iowa Department of Revenue 
& Finance 42-1028074001 -592.00 

   
Sales Tax 
Payment 01/31/2023 EFT 

Iowa Department of Revenue 
& Finance Sales Tax Payment $205.95 0.00 

  Total Checking     -37,232.55 

 

Total Operating 
Accounts     -37,232.55 

TOTAL       -37,232.55 


